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BATTLE OF LONG TAN - COMMEMORATION SERVICE 
Statement by Member for Kingsley 

MRS J. HUGHES (Kingsley) [12.57 pm]:  Last Friday a service was held at Quinns Rocks to commemorate the 
fortieth anniversary of the Battle of Long Tan and the soldiers who died fighting on 18 August 1966.  The 
service was organised by the Quinns Rocks Returned and Services League sub-branch and attended by members 
of the Wanneroo and Joondalup RSL sub-branches, the member for Mindarie, friends and family of the RSL and 
me. The total number attending was between 80 and 100.  The Vietnam veterans� service has become larger 
every year, with more Vietnam veterans and their families, as well as the wider community, attending to pay 
their respects.  It has taken a long time, but the community is starting to recognise what happened in Vietnam 
and this is being reflected in the number of people attending the services.  I would like to thank the RSL for its 
continued efforts in educating the community and for its presence in the community to remind us of the courage 
and sacrifice our soldiers have displayed in all the battles Australia has been involved in.  The service was 
especially poignant for me to acknowledge the soldiers who fought during the Vietnam war as they were never 
given due acknowledgment when they first came home.  I would like the commemoration of the Vietnam 
veterans to continue, and our children to be taught about the Anzac spirit.  I believe it is important to value the 
contribution our soldiers have made in the history of our nation, regardless of whether or not we support the 
reasons for war.  Though many hold different views on the justification of war and whether as a nation we 
should even be involved in international conflicts, the sacrifice made by the men and women who are sent to war 
should never be forgotten.  Once again, I thank the RSL clubs in the northern corridor for being such important 
role models in the community. 
 


